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Robert Peterson, c/o Tom Engels 
Horizon Water and Environment 
suncrestproject@horizonh20.com 

Letter H 

101 California Street 
San Francisco, CA 94111 

T +1 415 5911000 
F +1415 5911400 

Re: Comments of Horizon West Transmission, LLC on the Draft Environmental Impact 
Report for the Estrella Substation and Paso Robles Area Reinforcement Project, 
December 2020 (California State Clearinghouse o. 2018072071) 

Dear Mr. Peterson and Mr. Engels: 

This letter and the enclosed documents provide the comments of Horizon West 
Transmission, LLC (" Horizon West") on the Draft Environmental Impact Report ("DEIR") for the 
Estrella Substation and Paso Robles Area Reinforcement Project ("Estrella Project" or " Proposed 
Project" ) proposed by Horizon West and Pacific Gas and Electric Company ("PG&E"). Horizon 
West appreciates the time and effort of staff of the California Public Utilities Commission 
("Commission" or "CPUC") and its consultants in preparing the DEIR. Horizon West' s comments 
are intended to ensure that the final environmental impact report for the Estrell a Project ("FEIR") 
wi ll be accurate, complete, and consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act 
("CEQA"). 

Section l below provides an overview of the Proposed Project and describes a minor project 
refinement ("MPR") involving Horizon West' s acquisition of an additional five acres for the site 
of the substation portion of the Proposed Project (the "Estrella Substation Site"). The MPR also 
involves the slight reorientation of facilities and equipment at the Estrella Substation Site for 
access purposes. The MPR is described in greater detai l in the memorandum provided as 
Attachment I hereto and the updated Project Description provided as Attachment 2 hereto. 
Horizon West requests that the Commission incorporate into the FEIR (i) the addition of fi ve acres 
to the Estrella Substation Site and the other design refinements described in the MPR in 
Attachment I hereto, (ii) the additional changes specified in the updated Project Description in 
Attachment 2 hereto, and (iii) the comments and corrections specified in the detailed comment 
table in Attachment 3 hereto. 

Section II below describes the most significant of Horizon West' s comments on the DEIR, 
which are a subset of the comments and corrections specified in the detailed comment table in 
Attachment 3 hereto. Specifically, Horizon West requests that the following modifications be 
incorporated into the FEIR: 

• In Agriculture and Forestry Resources, revise Mitigation Measure AG-I to (i) allow 
Horizon West and PG&E to utili ze other comparable mitigation measures that 
would achieve conservation easements for important farmland, such as through 
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H-54 
cont. 

California Public Utilities Commission 2. Project Description 

In addition to the above issues, CAISO also identified a Category C3 (i.e., P6 or N-1-1) 
contingency condition involving loss of the Morro Bay-Templeton and Templeton-Gates 230 kV 

lines that would result in thermal overloads and low voltages in the underlying 70 kV system. 
The 2013-2014 Transmission Plan states that with the additional source from the Gates 230 kV 
system, the Proposed Project would provide robust system reinforcement to the Paso Robles 

and Templeton 70 kV system operations (CAISO 2014). 

Figure 2-1 shows a map depicting the transmission system in the area of Paso Robles. Figure 2-2 
and Figure 2-3 show conceptual diagrams of the existing transmission system and the proposed 
t ransmission system with the addition of Estrella Substation. 

Estrella Substation and Paso Robles Area 
Reinforcement Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Report 

2-3 December 2020 
Project 17.010 
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